
DISCIPLING THE UNBELIEVER 
Does Jesus Christ want to see the lost reached? 

1 Timothy 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 

What does it take to reach someone for Jesus Christ? 

 God calling to them 

 Someone to share the gospel with them (personally or through scripture or other Christian texts) 

Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and dine with him, and he with Me. 
 
What are all Christians called to do? 

 Put yourself in position to be a witness. Be prepared to explain the gospel. 
 Ask God for opportunities. Act on them when they come. 
 Are you ready to go the extra mile? Evangelism/discipleship is not always convenient. 

What’s the difference between evangelism and discipling an unbeliever? 
 
Evangelism, unfortunately, has taken on some negative connotations for a variety of reasons. When we hear the term 
evangelism, we usually think of someone on TV making an emotional appeal for the gospel followed shortly by an 
emotional appeal for money to allow current and future emotional appeals for the gospel to go forward.  

We also might think of gospel cold calls. These might include standing on street corner passing out tracts. God can 
certainly use a randomly acquired tract to change someone’s life, but are there more effective ways of spreading the 
gospel? 

Discipling the unbeliever is difficult, because he probably doesn’t want to be instructed in the faith. However, you 
might be the only Jesus someone sees. Therefore, it’s important the person sees Jesus through you. People should 
be able to notice a difference between how you live your life and how non-Christians typically live theirs. This can 
include the language you use, the situations you are unwilling to participate in, the gossip you’re unwilling to spread, 
the movies you’re unwilling to see, the TV shows you don’t watch, the church activities you participate in, the joy you 
exude regardless of the situation, the counsel you give, etc.  

Ephesians 4:1-3 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Read: Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:1-10 

Called to be witnesses 
God has called us to be witnesses. A witness at a trial is supposed to speak the truth. As a witness to the gospel, we 
are allowed and expected to learn as much of the details of the truth as possible. If a witness doesn’t speak, the truth 
doesn’t come out.   

We are all called to speak the truth (Paul passage regarding being always ready to give a reason for your hope). This 
is not only the job of professional good people or gifted (or professional) evangelists. 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

Galatians 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not 
be a bondservant of Christ. 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at 
His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with 
all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears 
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

1 Timothy 6:11-14 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before 
Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment without spot, 
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing,  

Galatians 6:7-10 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who 
sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And 
let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.



 VERSES 
 

Philippians 4 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is 
anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 
 
Colossians 3 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 
hand of God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. 4When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5Therefore put to death your 
members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once 
walked when you lived in them. 8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10and have put 
on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
 
1 Thessalonians 1 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: race to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.[1] 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 3remembering without ceasing your 
work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 4knowing, 
beloved brethren, your election by God. 5For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.  
6And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 
7so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8For from you the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that 
we do not need to say anything. 9For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He 
raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2 
(1) 1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2But even[1] after we had suffered before 
and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much 
conflict. 3For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.  
4But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but 
God who tests our hearts. 5For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for 
covetousness--God is witness. 6Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ. 7But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children. 8So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also 
our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night 
and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.  
10You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who 
believe; 11as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged[2] every one of you, as a father does his own 
children, 12that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  
13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard 
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you 
who believe. 14For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you 
also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15who killed both the Lord 
Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men, 
16forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but 
wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.  
17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more 
eagerly to see your face with great desire. 18Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again--but 
Satan hindered us. 19For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at His coming? 20For you are our glory and joy. 
 


